FIRST PARISH CHURCH OF STOW & ACTON
Unitarian Universalist

Sunday, April 26, 2020

10:00 AM

Gathering
Prelude Arioso J.S. Bach
Sanghee Kim, organ
Welcome & Announcements Susie O’Brien, Lay Minister
Call to Worship 1 Will not Die an Unlived Life by Donna Markova
CB Beal
Chalice Lighting Neil Saunders, Worship Committee Chair
Hymn #347 Gather the Spirit Mike Pfitzer, voice

1. Gather the spirit, harvest the power.
Our sep'rate fires will kindle one flame.
Witness the mystery of this hour.
Our trials in this light appear all the same.

(Chorus) Gather in peace, gather in thanks.
Gather in sympathy now and then.
Gather in hope, compassion and strength.
Gather to celebrate once again.

2. Gather the spirit of heart and mind.
Seeds for the sowing are laid in store.
Nurtured in love, and conscience refined,
with body and spirit united once more. (Chorus)

3. Gather the spirit growing in all,
drawn by the moon and fed by the sun.
Winter to spring, and summer to fall,
the chorus of life resounding as one. (Chorus)



Sharing

Covenant and Affirmation Ken Langer, Ingrid Holcomb, Neil Saunders,
Ilene Rudman, Ann Sadler, and Marcia Rising

Love is the spirit of this church, From all that dwell below the skies
and service its law. let words of love and peace arise.
This is our great covenant: Let joyful songs of praise be sung,
To dwell together in peace, through every land, by every tongue.

to seek the truth in love,
and to help one another.

Message for All Ages There’s No Such Thing as a Dragon CB Beal
based on the book by Jack Kemp
Joys and Sorrows Ingrid Holcomb & Hector Constantzos Lay Ministers
Prayer or Meditation CB Beal
Exploring
Introduction to Offering Ann Sadler, Board of Trustees
Sharing Our Gifts Kiss the Rain Yiruma

Sanghee Kim, piano
This month we share our weekly offering with RIA House
Checks may be made to “First Parish Church” and sent to the Church at:

Pledges: attn: Pledge Secretary, PO Box 215, Stow MA 01775
Donations: attn: Treasurer, 353 Great Rd, Stow MA 01775

We also invite you to donate by text to (978) 310-3309;
or donate online at https://fpc-stow-acton.org/donate

Sermon Preemptive Radical Inclusion CB Beal
Returning
Hymn #318 We Would Be One

1. We would be one as now we join in singing
our hymn of love, to pledge ourselves anew
to that high cause of greater understanding
of who we are, and what in us is true.

We would be one in living for each other
to show to all a new community.



2. We would be one in building for tomorrow
a nobler world than we have known today.
We would be one in searching for that meaning
which bends our hearts and points us on our way.
As one, we pledge ourselves to greater service,
with love and justice, strive to make us free.

Benediction

Sung Benediction
Peace be with you ‘til we meet again!
As life lays its task before you,
keep love’s banner floating o’er you.
Peace be with you ‘till we meet again.

Postlude Nocturne in E-flat major (Op. 9, No. 2) F. Chopin
Sanghee Kim, piano

3

Those who are on Zoom may remain
for a virtual “coffee hour” following the postlude.
If you’re in the “drive-in church”, honk and wave to each other!

Thank you to all those who helped with this service,
and to our staff, board, and other leaders.

The Rev. Dr. Cynthia L. Landrum, Minister
Michelle Cote, Director of Religious Education
Deedee Perkins, Parish Administrator
Dr. Mike Pfitzer, Director of Music
Sanghee Kim, Organist/Pianist
Joleen Trotta, Welcoming & Membership Coordinator
Whitney Granger, Sexton
Paul Spanagel, Youth Coordinator
Janet Beatrice, External Publicity

First Parish is a Unitarian

Universalist Association Welcoming Katy Weeks, President
Congregation. We warmly welcome Sharon Brownfield, Vice President
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender Lee Cooprider, Treasurer
people into our community. Liz Moseley, Clerk

On the web at fpc-stow-acton.org and on Facebook.




